One of the most common anomalies of human dentition is tooth agenesis or hypodontia, which is characterized by the developmental absence of one or more teeth. 1 Third molars (M3), commonly known as wisdom teeth are highly polymorphic teeth with highest incidence of being congenitally absent. The incidences of M3 agenesis although is frequent, its frequency ranges widely; varying from 14-51% in different populations. [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] This wide range of prevalence of M3 agenesis can be attributed to the differences in the distribution of age, gender, race, size of sampling, methods of sampling and examination of the subjects. 
INTRODUCTION

MATERIALS AND METHOD
The study was undertaken with the pre-treatment records 
RESULT
Among 100 subjects, 26 were diagnosed with M3 agenesis, thus the rate of M3 agenesis was 26% among the orthodontic patient group. Table 1 shows the frequency of M3 agenesis in maxilla, mandible and both, which was shown to be greater in maxilla (61.5%) than that of mandible (11.5%) (p=0.001).
The prevalence of M3 agenesis in subjects with Class I, II and III skeleton malocclusion was 30.3%, 14.3% and 34.4% respectively ( Table 2 ). The order of frequency of M3 agenesis was two (46.2%), one (34.6%), four (11.5%) and three (7.7%) ( Table 1) .
On the other hand, the most commonly missing M3 was right maxillary (18% of total patients) followed by left maxillary (16%), right mandibular (9%) and then left mandibular (8%). Figure 2 shows the variation of partial or complete M3 agenesis among different malocclusion groups. In this study, the most common agenesis was two M3s
(46.2%) followed by one (34.6%), four (11.5%) and three M3s (7.7%), which is similar to the studies done by Banks 9 and Afzal et al. 20 In Contrast, other studies found the order of frequency of M3 agenesis to be one, two, three and four respectively. 21, 22 Furthermore, we observed higher frequency of M3 agenesis in maxilla (61.5%) compared to mandible (11.5%) which is similar to the study by Celikoglu and Kamak, 9 Kazanci, 3 Afzal et al 20 and Mok & Ho. 7 In addition, there was a significant difference in the occurrence of M3 agenesis between upper and lower jaw (p=0.001).
Literature has limited reports on effect of M3 agenesis on skeleton sagittal relationship of the jaws. Few studies showed that hypodontia patients have higher tendency towards skeletal Class III pattern 23, 24 followed by Class I. 9 This study also found the similar results with skeletal Class III patients having highest occurrence of M3 agenesis followed by skeletal Class I. In consistent with the study done by Celikoglu et al, 25 present study showed that the skeletal Class II malocclusion were less affected by M3 agenesis compared to other groups. However Afzal et al 20 found skeletal Class III patients had highest incidence followed closely by skeletal Class II.
In this study, agenesis of one M3 was most common in skeletal Class I malocclusion subjects, followed by Class II and Class III. Similarly, agenesis of two M3's was most common in skeletal Class III followed closely by Class II and Class I. Similarly, three teeth were missing more commonly in Class II followed by Class I but this pattern was not seen in Class III. Moreover, complete agenesis was found mostly on Class III subjects followed by Class I with no occurrence in Class II. Hence, Class III malocclusion had more agenesis of two M3's followed by four and one M3. This finding is in agreement with Celikoglu and Kamak. 
